Take Home Final Examination: Philosophy 308 – Healthcare Ethics
Due by email (kfolkers@york.cuny.edu) by Friday, May 22 at 5 PM

You have one week to complete this exam and return it to me by email. Please type your answers under each question. 

PART I – SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS (75 points)

1. What is compassionate use? Describe a key ethical concern with compassionate use. (5 points for your definition; 5 points for your description of an ethical concern with compassionate use).

2. Define distributive justice. Choose one of the following theories of distributive justice and define it: utilitarian, libertarian, egalitarian, or prioritarian. (5 points for your definition of distributive justice; 5 points for your definition of ONE of the theories)

3. In a few sentences, describe a key ethical concern you’ve observed or we’ve discussed in class related to the coronavirus outbreak in NYC. (10 points)

4. In your own words, define social justice. Give an example of a social justice concern relating to health care. (5 points)

5. What is minority stress? Explain how the concept of minority stress influences social determinants of health. (5 points for your definition; 5 points for your analysis)

6. Define physician aid-in-dying. Then, summarize either the main argument in favor of or against this practice. (5 points for your definition; 5 points for your analysis)

7. What is shared decision making? (5 points)

8. Briefly summarize either the pro-life or pro-choice argument on the issue of abortion. (10 points)

9. Explain how autonomy and beneficence come in conflict with each other in the issue of childhood vaccination. (10 points)

10. In a few sentences, explain why the allocation of organs is a distributive justice issue. (5 points)








PART II – SHORT ESSAY (25 points)

Please respond to the following prompt in several paragraphs.

You are an oncologist treating a patient at an academic medical center. Your patient is 54 years old, is married with 2 teenage children, and has a rare form of cancer. You prescribe her several approved treatments, and each one she tries does not work to stop her disease. Her only option left is an experimental treatment, and she does not qualify to participate in the clinical trial.

You explain to the patient that the experimental treatment has some promising results for her type of cancer, but as the drug is not yet approved and is still being tested, there are risks and side effects involved. Your patient explains to you that she wants to die with dignity, and she asks instead that you honor her request for assisted suicide. Following the law, you explain that she must wait two weeks and ask a second time, and she must make the request in writing. Your patient comes to you with a written request and asks again verbally. You face a moral dilemma: Do you encourage her to try to experimental therapy, even though the risks and benefits are not fully known? Or, do you honor her request to for physician-aid-in-dying? Or, is there some other plan that you as her physician feel is the better option? Explain your reasoning using at least one of the four principles of bioethics (beneficence, non-maleficence, autonomy, justice).





1

